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EULAR IS WORKING TO ACCELERATE GENDER-EQUITABLE
CAREER ADVANCEMENT IN ACADEMIC RHEUMATOLOGY
A framework and EULAR task force on gender equity in academic rheumatology
—
A growing number of professional societies in clinical and medical disciplines are
investigating evidence, making recommendations, and taking action to advance
gender equity.
The objective of the EULAR Task Force on Gender Equity in Academic Rheumatology was to
establish the extent of the unmet need for support of female rheumatologists, health
professionals and non-clinical scientists in academic rheumatology – and develop a framework to
address this through EULAR and Emerging EULAR Network (EMEUNET).
Potential interventions to accelerate gender-equitable career advancement in academic
rheumatology were gathered from a narrative review of the relevant literature, expert opinion of a
multi-disciplinary Task Force, data from surveys of EULAR scientific member society leaders,
EULAR and EMEUNET members, and EULAR Executive Committee members. These
interventions were rated by Task Force members, who ranked each according to perceived
priority on a 5-point numeric scale, where 1 = very low, and 5 = very high.
A framework of 29 potential interventions was formulated, covering six thematic areas: 1) EULAR
policies; 2) advocacy and communication; 3) EULAR Congress and associated symposia; 4)
training courses; 5) mentoring/peer support; and 6) EULAR funding. The resulting framework
provides structured interventions for accelerating gender-equitable career advancement in
academic rheumatology.

Source
Ovseiko PV, et al. A framework of potential interventions to accelerate gender-equitable career
advancement in academic rheumatology. Presented at EULAR 2021; OP0074.

About EULAR
EULAR is the European umbrella organisation representing scientific societies, health
professional associations and organisations for people with rheumatic and musculoskeletal
diseases (RMDs). EULAR aims to reduce the burden of RMDs on individuals and society and to
improve the treatment, prevention and rehabilitation of RMDs. To this end, EULAR fosters
excellence in education and research in the field of rheumatology. It promotes the translation of
research advances into daily care and fights for the recognition of the needs of people with
RMDs by the EU institutions through advocacy action.

About the EULAR European Congress of Rheumatology
Since its introduction in 2000, the annual EULAR European Congress of Rheumatology has
become the primary platform for exchange of scientific and clinical information in Europe. It is
also a renowned forum for interaction between medical doctors, scientists, people with
arthritis/rheumatism, health professionals and representatives of the pharmaceutical industry
worldwide. The EULAR congress is usually held in June in one of the major cities in Europe (see
previous congresses).
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The scientific programme at the congress covers a wide range of topics on clinical innovations,
clinical, translational and basic science. Meetings set up by associations of people with
arthritis/rheumatism, health professionals and the health care industry complement the
programme. The poster sessions, offering lively interaction between presenters and participants,
are regarded by many as the heart of the congress.
Over the years, the EULAR Congress has gained a reputation of being a most innovative
platform for the practicing physician particularly with respect to the acquisition of information on
novel clinical research. The congress attracts more than 18,000 delegates from more than 130
countries.
The aim of the EULAR European Congress of Rheumatology is to provide a forum of the highest
standard for scientific, both clinical and basic, educational, and social exchange between
professionals involved in rheumatology, liaising with patient organisations, in order to achieve
progress in the clinical care of people with rheumatic diseases.
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